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Scripture: Matt. 22:15-22 

 

Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and the things that are God’s back to God. 

How long have we heard this story, and this lesson?  This is the same as the Golden Rule 

passage, one of the basics of our personal faith.  Let me examine this story in a little bit more 

detail. 

  This encounter takes place on Tuesday of Passover week.  Jesus was to die as the Lamb 

of God in a few days.  The Passover Lamb was to be examined and found without blemish. In  

each of these scenarios, the Passover Lamb of God is being examined and being found perfect. 

 Let’s start with an analysis of the 2 groups involved. The Pharisees did not want to 

submit to a Gentile power, they did not like that Caesar was revered as god, and they felt there 

were better uses for the money that was paid to Rome. The disciples mentioned in vs 15 were 

basically trainees of the Pharisees.  The Herodians were the group that supported Herod’s family, 

and wanted that family back in charge. But again Herod’s family was given what power they 

had  from Rome.  These 2 groups did not like each other.  It is1 of those the enemy of my enemy 

is my friend situations.  So they sent trainees to entrap Jesus. 

First they start with false flattery, we know You are true and teach the Word of 

God...They use very subtle tactics.  This little encounter is a training session of what to be aware 

of so that we don’t get sucked in.  They asked Jesus a question that they thought could only be 

answered Yes or No.  Should we pay the Imperial tax to Caesar.? This was no ordinary tax.  This 

tax was only taxed on subject peoples.  Not on Roman citizens. But Jesus knew what they were 



up to, He was not taken in.  He called them what they were, hypocrites!!  This is not Jesus meek 

and mild !  

 If Jesus answered Yes to pay  taxes, then the people would be against Him, and He 

would lose His followers, so for the Pharisees, problem solved.  If Jesus answered No to paying  

taxes, then both sides had Him as a revolutionary.  They could bring Him to the governor and 

again, problem solved. 

Jesus asks them to bring Him a coin.  He asks for their coin, maybe He didn’t have one of 

His own?  The coin was a Denarius, about the wages for one day’s labor. The coin had a profile 

of Tiberius Caesar on one side, with the words Tiberius Caesar, son of the divine Augustus 

written around the outside of the coin..  On the other side was a picture of the Roman goddess of 

peace, Pax, with the Latin inscription “High Priest”.  So there is no confusion Jesus asks them to 

identify the likeness. They identified it as Caesar. , They were using Roman coins, Roman roads, 

and they did have a bit of protection from the Romans more or less,, so give to Caesar what is 

owed him, pay the tax.   Now In Jesus’ time, anything that had a man’s stamp or inscription on it 

belonged to that man.  A Roman coin had Caesar’s inscription on it - Caesar’s image- and 

therefore, it belonged to Caesar. 

In the same way it can be said that man, humans, have God’s stamp on us.  We are made 

in God’s image.  Therefore we belong to God..Our taxes belong to Caesar, but we ourselves 

belong to God. 

With His unique wisdom Jesus never laid down rules and regulations; that is why His 

teaching is timeless.  He always lays down principles.  Every Christian has a dual citizenship.  

He is a citizen of the country in which he lives , and is also a citizen of heaven.  We must each, 

as our own conscious dictates, strive to be good citizens of both. 



Now back to what I started with, give or give back to Caesar the things that are Caesar, 

and to God the things that are God. 

What things or how are things given back to God?  What and how can we do it? 

 

I hope this has  gotten people thinking about the gifts that God has given them, and how they can 

be used in our Church, our town, and our community. 

 

 


