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Scripture: Matthew 18:5 – 20 

Jesus has been on an extensive tour of Caesarea Philippi and then south again into Galilee.  He is 

using this time to prepare His disciples for His death and to strengthen their ministry in carrying 

on His work. 

William Barclay referred to Matthew 18 as an important chapter in Christian Ethics because it 

deals with those qualities which should characterize the personal relationships of the Christian.  

They are humility, responsibility, self-renunciation, individual care, discipline, fellowship and 

forgiveness.  Today I want to talk about the 1 on 1 relationships that we have, which will also 

involve Christian kindness and Christian forgiveness. 

When we have a disagreement, or we think that someone has sinned against us, we are to 

approach our friend in 4 different ways.  First not in anger, second, no bitterness in our heart, we 

need to speak openly; third do not speak negatively or critically to other people about that 

person, and fourth in private.  We don’t want to make it public as it could have been a simple 

misunderstanding AND, you could have also offended that person.    Jesus makes this sound 

logical and easy.  Logical I will grant Him, easy no!!  The last thing I want to do is to confront 

someone.  I will ignore it, pretend that it didn’t happen or that I misunderstood it.   

This is hard, yet we are called to be different and our relationships with each other should be 

different.  We are not called to be like the world, we are told that we shouldn’t be of this world.  

We should deal with everyone better than the world does.  They will know we are Christians by 

our love and by His love. 



Back to our conversation with our friend.  We have 2 actions before us if he/she does not repent/ 

admit to the wrong. We can either, if it is small forgive and forget it. Practice Christian kindness 

and forgiveness.  1 Peter 4:8  Love covers a multitude of sins or if we think that it affects others 

than bring 2 or 3 witnesses to help seek a reconciliation.  This goes back to Deuteronomy 19:15, 

you need more than 1 person to charge a crime.  From that point you would use existing 

committees or hierarchy to deal with it. 

Jesus reminds us that He is with us always, especially when 2 or 3 are gathered in His name.  

Jesus is with us now.  One of my favorite verses is Ecclesiastes 4: 12 a  3 ply cord is not easily 

broken.  Remember that Jesus is always 1 of those plies.   

 

Now this is to show us what to do if we have a problem with someone, but it hit me how do we 

avoid this in the first place.  That got me thinking about what is happening in our Church and in 

our country.  Going forward we have a lot of decisions to make, first in our country…we have 

the elections.  In our Church we have new by-laws, form a pastoral search committee, select a 

pastor, finances, annual meeting, how and when to safely open the church building.  I say the 

building as our Church has never been closed.  We need to listen and respect each other, practice 

active listening, ask forgiveness and forgive.  We need to realize that everyone is trying their best 

to do what they think is best for our Church and Church Community.  We will need to rely on 

each other and most importantly the Holy Spirit to help us make the right decisions. 


