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Scripture: Genesis 21:8-21 

 

 Following Ishmael’s birth, Hagar looked upon Sarah with contempt. (16:4b) Though 

Sarah was Abraham’s wife, Hagar was the mother of his son. By Sarah ordering Hagar and 

Ishmael into the wilderness, she not only got rid of Hagar, it also ensured that upon Abraham’s 

death she would be adequately cared for by Isaac, who would not have had to split the 

inheritance. 

 The story of Hagar and Sarah has resonant overtones in America’s original sin. Hagar is 

the Biblical figure with whom Womanist theologians strongly identify. Womanist theology 

incorporated black liberation and feminist theologies. Dolores Williams, wrote, “Because she 

was a slave, Hagar had no control over her body or her labor. Her body, like her labor, could be 

exploited in any way her owners desired.”
1
 Williams went on to describe the black slave-

woman’s coerced sexual surrogacy in that the white slave master used the slave-woman for 

sexual pleasure and his wife for procreation. 

 Sarah used Hagar as a surrogate mother to raise her social standing because she was 

barren, which in Ancient Israel, diminished her womanhood. Ishmael was her surrogate son. 

After giving birth to Isaac, she didn’t need Ishmael for any validation and she certainly didn’t 

need Hagar’s contempt. 

 The story continued through Isaac, who married Rebekah, who gave birth to Jacob and 

Esau. And through Jacob, the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 Scripture did not entirely overlook Ishmael, however. When Abraham died, he and Isaac 

buried him. Ishmael also gave birth to twelve sons, who established villages across Canaan, and 
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his daughter, Mahalath, married Esau, Abraham’s grandson. Much later Jacob’s son, Joseph was 

rescued by Ishmaelites after his brothers threw him in a pit to die. But the meager stories of 

Hagar’s offspring don’t compare to the saga of Sarah’s lineage.  

 How scripture treated Sarah and Hagar illustrated inequity in power. Since history is 

written by the victors, they get to shape our perceptions. Sometimes it takes the oppressed to 

wake up the powerful. Then, we get to see the story differently. When we connect Hagar’s story 

to a black slave-woman’s sexual surrogacy, we see Sarah differently. She used her power to 

exploit Hagar. She was cruel. 

 The protests. The tearing down of Confederate monuments and statues. The calls to 

defund the police and policing reforms come out of pent up frustrations by those who have not 

had power. Privilege allowed us to overlook acts of oppression. Privilege kept us from 

connecting the dots between Trayvon Martin, Tamir Rice, Michael Brown, Breonna Taylor. 

Privilege numbed us to the chronic and sometimes piercing pain people of color endure. 

Privilege enables us to urge restoring law and order without understanding that true law and 

order comes from shalom, peace rooted in God’s steadfast love. True law and order is not a 

restoration of what was, but a new paradigm altogether, which will only come about when we re-

order our priorities as a community. We must support the common good, noting that it applies to 

communities of color and people of all cultures and all ages. Its benefits will fall upon 

immigrants and all people regardless of their sexuality, physical and mental capability. The 

common good means that everyone can live a fulfilling life and achieve their own inherent 

potential. True law and order will come when we value human life over property and money. 

True law and order will come when we trust love’s transforming power over fear’s stultifying 

prison. 



 Racism affects everyone and is deeply embedded in our system and has everything to do 

with hierarchy and power imbalance. Indeed, the sober reassessment taking place now over 

police practices is one obvious, necessary, and painful reform. Less obvious and equally 

necessary are racist stereotypes perpetuated in our commercial promotions, such as Aunt 

Jemima, another symbol and reminder of black slave-women’s surrogacy. This type of surrogacy 

was mammy, the big and big-hearted woman who worked in the master’s house, who cooked, 

kept it running, and was loved by all. 

 Friday was Juneteenth. It commemorates the day when word came to the slaves in 

Galveston, Texas that they were free. That word came in 1865, more than two years after 

Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation. Though the slaves were freed, we will not be 

free until we vanquish racism. // 

 James Weldon Johnson wrote these word: 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, God who has brought us thus far on 

our way; 

God, who by your might, led us into the light, keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met you, 

Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, forget you; 

Shadowed beneath your hand, may we forever stand, true to our God, true to our 

native land.  

  


