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These verses are part of the so-called Farewell Discourse which goes John 14:1 through 17:26, and during 
which Jesus promises his disciples that he will send the Holy Spirit, the Advocate (parakletos) to be with them 
forever (14:16). 
 
Jesus has promised not to leave his disciples orphaned (John 14:18). He has promised to send another Advocate, 
the Spirit of truth, to be with them forever (14:16) and continue the work that he has begun. The world does not 
recognize the Spirit of truth and thus cannot receive him (4:17), just as it has not received Jesus. 
 
Then Judas (not Iscariot) asks: “Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?” (4:22)  
 
Our passage begins with Jesus’ response to this question. Perhaps Judas expects that Jesus will give them some 
kind of secret knowledge, but that is not what Jesus means.1 
 
This is a passage that addresses the discomfort of expected departure and what might fill in that space. 
 
I just want to name that God is some kind of jokester to place this passage in the lectionary on the Sunday after 
I announced I am leaving.  It was selected as part of the worship prior to my final understanding of where God 
was leading me, so please know that I did not put it here on purpose.  God is certainly still speaking! 
 
That’s because God’s presence is with us always.  There is never a time when we are away from God.   
 
We may not recognize God’s presence, but that doesn’t mean it’s not there.   God is not absent but our 
attention might be. 
 
Sometimes we suffer from inattention blindness.  Inattention blindness is when I open the cabinet looking 
for the peanut butter while talking to Paul and don’t see the peanut butter.  It’s there but my attention is not 
fully there so my brain cannot process the image of the peanut butter jar. 
 
We see what we expect to see, and what we put our attention toward.  If we are looking for the peanut 
butter we will find it.  If we are looking for someone to be confrontational, we’ll find a fight.  If we are 
looking for beauty, we will find it. 
 
If we are looking for God, we will find God. 
 
How do I know this? 
 
The Bible tells me so.   
 
Jesus answered, “Whoever loves me will keep my word. My Father will love them, and we will come to them 
and make our home with them.” 
 
This is not the only scripture that says that: 
 
Is 41:10 Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
 
Deut 31:6b … for it is the LORD your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.” 
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Mt 28:20b And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 
 
Rom 8:38-39. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  
Ps 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 
Ps 139:7-10 Where can I go from your spirit? 
    Or where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 
    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 
    and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
 
When we recognize, see, and accept God’s presence, we can rest in the peace that God offers.   
 
Peace is an important element of John’s gospel, along with love. Like love, peace is a fundamental mark of true 
discipleship that is required of the disciples -- then and now.   
 
This is not a passive peace. [It requires action.]  It is an active working toward peace in multiple situations. This 
peace that Jesus offers in today’s scripture will propel the disciples and later the church, [and now us I hope], 
into active discipleship and mission. It is the presence of this peace, given by God in Jesus’ name, which 
enables the disciples and us to live lives of faithfulness [and love].2 
 
Jesus gives the disciples and us peace.  He doesn’t overlay it on us.  He gifts it to us.  What we do with that 
peace, or even if we accept that gift, is our responsibility.  We can choose to live the familiar meditation 
mantra of “breathe in peace, breathe out love” or we can choose not to.   
 
I would say, however, that rejecting peace is probably not what God would want for us.  God knows we 
need peace in order to become.  Again, peace is a fundamental mark of discipleship. 
 
Peace:  It does not mean to be in a place where there is no noise, trouble or hard work.  It means to be in 
the midst of those things and still be calm in your heart. (unknown author) 
 
Peace is not ignoring the noise, trouble, or hard work.  It is knowing that God’s presence is there.  Nothing 
is more powerful than God’s presence.  Ignoring difficulties because of discomfort denies the truth of 
God’s power and presence. 
 
Jesus greets his frightened disciples with peace. He offers a peace that is he breathes on them, much like 
God breathed over the waters of creation.  That breath is the Holy Spirit.   
 
It is this Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Peace, that is here among this church.  It has been breathing here for 275 
years.  And because God makes all things new, it cannot be a stale peace.  It is alive and kicking.  We just have 
to be attentive to the freshness of it and accept it.   
 
Then we allow it to do its work.  The Holy Spirit is always working, and in many ways. 
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We see how the Holy Spirit will work when Jesus says, “The Companion, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I told you.”  In other words, the 
Spirit will be engaged in the work of remembering, which is an important value for this church, and theological 
reformulation which is an important need for this church in order for it to grow. [The Holy Spirit] will remind 
the community of the things Jesus taught them, and it will teach them new things, in fact, all things as they 
pertain to the future of the believers. It will guide the believers into all the truth (16:12). 
 
And for us too, but only if we let it.  We must not succumb to inattention blindness.  We must turn our attention 
to the truth of God’s movement, how God is Still Speaking today, and in what direction God is leading this 
church. 
 
If we are to know the truth, we must contextualize it, or look at it and understand it in today’s setting. It is the 
responsibility of an inspired, Spirit-filled community to see how the truth speaks today.   Jesus is not, cannot be, 
the truth unless this truth is incarnated in people who make an effort to interpret what the text means for their 
context.3   
 
In other words, context changes over time.  What was true yesterday remains true, but how we understand that 
truth and how we put that truth into practice adjusts.   
 
In the face of the discomfort that departures bring, God sends peace; God sends Jesus who gives the Peace That 
Passes All Understanding.   
 
That is God’s loving presence among us.  It is our responsibility to recognize it, see it, and accept it.   
 
Seeing the Loving Presence, with the recognition of the Sacred within us and around us, we get to … discover 
the rest of ourselves. Not being capable or good enough starts to look like a beautiful work in progress. 
Triviality succumbs to relevance. Discontentment becomes the opening line towards purpose. And striving 
transforms into intention, trust and faith.4  
 
Seeing the Loving Presence moves us to action.  And in that action we become more like the Loving Presence.  
We become more love and more like love.   
 
The reality of Jesus’ peace is the never-ending presence of the movement of love.  Love Within Us, Love 
Among Us, Love Between Us, Love Beyond Us. And this Love reflects us, accepts us, welcomes us and 
nourishes us until we are slowly made over and over again in its image. Love becomes us so that we may 
become more of Love.5 
 
Love and peace are present wherever we are because God is always present.  Our task is to resist 
inattention blindness, or as the writer of 1 Chronicles said, “Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his 
presence continually!” (1 Chron 16:11) 
 
I’m looking.  I hope you will too.  Amen. 
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