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 This week’s Stop and Shop circular has a two for one sale on Pride cakes. It’s a five-layer 

cake, each layer is a different color. Pittsfield City Hall raised a rainbow flag. Many of my 

friends on Facebook posted pictures with rainbows. For LGBTQIA and allies, these outward 

displays affirm the acceptance of queer identity and sexuality’s fluid nature. However, for people 

who only understand sexuality in binary terms, this is at least disorienting and at worse 

threatening their sexual identity. 

 Recently, the news has been reporting on various states seeking to ban teaching about 

systemic racism in schools. This following a heightened sense of racial grievance and 

consciousness, particularly after George Floyd’s murder a little over a year ago. 

 We also can’t ignore the economic uncertainty many people, especially people with 

minimal education working for minimal wages, face. Their precarious economic state places 

their personal dignity in a perilous state.  

 This disorientation, uncertainty, precariousness is not limited to the United States. This 

seems to be global in nature. European nations have been struggling with an influx of refugees 

due to the turmoil in the Middle East. Many of the nations must confront existential questions 

about their national identity. Ideas and concepts people gleaned from the internet have 

challenged the Chinese government’s control over information. Also China’s desire to assert its 

economic muscle in foreign affairs may indicate an arousal of a sleeping dragon. We also can’t 

ignore the impact this pandemic has had on all of us. 



 We are in an uncertain time. Many once reliable cultural markers have disappeared. As 

we’ve seen economic inequality increase, we have become aware that the traditional measures of 

economic health are inadequate. Identity, national, sexual, racial, is muddled, no longer crystal 

clear. We have endured a global pandemic, which has left us still sorting out the changes it 

imposed upon our lives. 

 Whether uncertainty, disorientation, instability, dislocation, we can only endure this state 

of being for a limited time. Typically, we seek some sort of refuge, safe harbor. We want 

certainty and stability. We want a clear sense of where we are and where we are going. 

 This uncertainty, instability was the impetus for Israel to seek a king. The tribes struggled 

against neighboring nations, most notably in 1 Samuel, the Philistines. Warlords, also known as 

judges, ruled the tribes. A king would give them certainty. This reading marked a turning point 

in Israel’s history from a loose confederation of tribes bound by a covenant to becoming a 

nation. Furthermore, Samuel’s sons were incapable to succeed him. 

 Unlike neighboring countries with kings, Israel’s implicit king was God. We see this in 

some of the psalms: “You are my King and my God; you command victories for Jacob,” (44:4) 

“For God is the king of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm,” (47:7) or “For the Lord is a great 

God, and a great King above all gods.” (95:3) Samuel warned the Israelites that a king was not in 

their interests.  

 Kings are human. They, like us, do not have perfect wisdom. Like us, they can succumb 

to greed or allow envy to overtake them. They might be vain or narcissistic. Their courage can 

falter which will allow fear to overwhelm them. True, they may, like us, be generous and 

grateful. They may be humble and live out the actions we equate with love. They could be kings 



who care about the people they rule. Nevertheless, they are human. They can falter, and the 

possibility of misrule is always there because power is intoxicating. 

 When we combine a king’s power over people who are uncertain, disoriented, or 

insecure, the possibility for abuse is high. The king who shows strength and resolve, who 

promises definitive and clear answers, is attractive. Implicitly, they convey an air of certainty, 

thus assuring us in our fear. Though this might seem like a stretch, when we look to a leader who 

offers refuge in the storm, we can easily slip into seeing that person in messianic terms. That 

person is our salvation. 

 We’re seeing authoritarians, leaders who abuse democratic systems, rising. They are 

kings who have power and use their authority to impose their vision of life over the people they 

rule. They are kings who believe they are the savior and no one else can do likewise. 

 As the people we must question and resist authoritarian kings. We can undermine the 

king by practicing Jesus’ radical teachings with our family, friends, and neighbors. In so doing 

we dispel uncertainty and disorientation because we offer hope. We make clear that our salvation 

is not in a king, but united together bound by love. Our salvation is the beloved community 

 

   

 

 


