
Sixth Sunday after the Pentecost 

July 4, 2021 

Southampton, MA 

 

Scripture: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 

 

 David became king. He pursued power through careful plotting and brilliant tactics. He 

established Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. He united the northern and southern kingdoms to rule 

Israel as a single nation. He stood at the apex of his power. 

 David holds a particular place in scripture. During his reign he expanded the borders of 

Israel and held its enemies at bay. He wrote many of the psalms. He was seen as a great king. His 

stories remain legendary today. 

 We just finished our reading of Walter Brueggemann’s book, David’s Truth in Israel’s 

Imagination and Memory. When we examine David’s biography, his life was filled with 

contradictions. He loved God and God loved him. Yet, he was a ruthless warrior, battling the 

final remnant of Saul’s army and family. He was a man who used his power to bed Bathsheba 

and kill her husband, Uriah. He had multiple wives. Nevertheless, he captivates us and models 

faithfulness to God for us. 

 Brueggemann noted that David fascinates us more than Saul or Solomon because, “David 

is much like us…But even while we are able to identify with him, there is a distance between 

David and us. That distance is because of his nerve and grandeur in which he can make the great 

gesture that carries everyone before him.”
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 Historically David existed and not just in scripture. We have archeological evidence as 

well. The Biblical story, though, was not purely factual as writers shaped the David story through 

literary construction. Brueggemann noted that it was a “means of political propaganda.”
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 This shouldn’t surprise us. Writers shape historical stories to influence the people’s 

identity and imagination of themselves. 

 Consider our perception of the United States as the city on the hill. We understand that 

characterization as American exceptionalism. President Reagan used it as the centerpiece for his 

political career. Jonathan Winthrop coined the phrase in a 1630 sermon. The historian, Edward 

Miller, found that it succinctly expressed the American experience. The phrase has since been 

used by other presidents, including George H. W. Bush, Clinton, and Obama.
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 Winthrop’s 

sermon, however, did not imply unrivaled power and surpassing might. It was the opposite. 

Humility and a strong exhortation to abide by the communitarian ethos of the early church. He 

wrote, we “might have need of others, and from hence they might be all knit more nearly 

together in the bonds of brotherly affection. From hence it appears plainly that no man is made 

more honorable than another or more wealthy etc., out of any particular and singular respect to 

himself, but for the glory of his Creator and the common good of the creature, Man” He went on 

to say, “For we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill. The eyes of all people are 

upon us. So that if we shall deal falsely with our God in this work we have undertaken, and so 

cause Him to withdraw His present help from us, we shall be made a story and a by-word 

through the world.”
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 This was a prophetic warning to resist worldly temptations and remain steadfast to 

Puritan principles. Ironically, Puritan principles enabled them to generate considerable wealth, 

which led to eventually to distancing themselves from Winthrop’s message. 

 Last week after Judy’s funeral I had a conversation with a couple of people. We agreed 

that something overall is not right in this country, and it wasn’t just one thing. It’s as though 

we’ve lost our way. 

 Though we didn’t go much further than that, I wonder if we have heard too many re-

shaped historical stories promoting a particular perspective. Do we retell our stories while 

glossing over uncomfortable facts? I wonder if our belief in American exceptionalism has 

inadvertently imprinted upon us a way to be community with each other, completely contrary to 

Winthrop’s vision in 1630? 

 Today, we celebrate this nation’s founding 245 years ago. Though the founders were not 

perfect, their aspirations in the Declaration of Independence were. We can make those 

aspirations real when we live into Jesus’ teachings and incarnate them through our ministries. 

When we understand church as a verb, we can make those aspirations real for people in this 

community for whom the Declaration falls short.  

 We will find our way when we critically listen to how our stories were reshaped so we 

don’t proceed down the wrong path. We’ll find the right path when we broaden the breadth of 

stories to include people who live at the margins. By living this out, we can get closer to the city 

on the hill Winthrop envisioned.  


