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Scripture: Ephesians 2:1-10 

 

In Ephesians1 Paul starts with his greetings, then a lengthy blessing of God, followed by 

a prayer of Thanksgiving where he prays that the Church will gain deep insight into the Lord’s 

powerful working and rich gifts in Christ. 

AND then he starts in chapter 2.  We were dead in sin, we couldn’t appreciate the Spirit 

of God, we followed what the world thought.  We were disobedient to God and His ways and 

thoughts.  We were not nice people, we were sinners! 

Some of us grew up in Church, and we can’t remember when God was not part of our 

lives, but we can think about times when we were away from God and His Spirit. 

In Galatians 5, Paul gives us a list “ of the works of the flesh, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits 

of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, and things like these.”  We still have to fight, rely on 

God’s Spirit to avoid these thoughts and cause these problems.  My large laptop had issues so I 

brought it in for service on March 3.  I then tried writing my sermon on my little laptop and that 

was having trouble.  I wrote my sermon out longhand and typed it on my husband’s computer.  I 

was really having to rely on God to not feel fits of anger, enmity, and jealousy of those who were 

getting their computer fixed. You get the idea.  Those thoughts are right at the surface and it 

doesn’t take much, for me anyway, for them to come to the top. 

BUT God rich in mercy loved us when we were still bad, dead to Him.  He made us 

alive!!!  Think of things that have happened to you and how great you feel when God uses you, 

how alive do you feel?  How joyous, useful, knowing that you were God’s hands in that 

situation! 



By Grace you have been saved, grace means salvation apart from merits- it is a gift of 

God.  Verse 8 is a memory verse, “ For by grace you have been saved through faith, It is not your 

own doing it is a gift of God '' It is a gift of God so that no one may boast.  We did nothing to 

deserve God’s love and mercy.  God lavished His grace on us. 

In verse 10, Paul states we are God’s workmanship.  In Greek the word is Polema, which 

in English means poem or that which is made, a manufactured product.  We are created in Jesus 

for good works,  that we should walk in them.  Not the works of evil, in trespasses and sin as in 

verse 2, but being God’s product in the world, to show Him and His love.  Remember God 

cannot work through us, unless He works in us.  Let me say that again, God cannot work through 

us unless He works in us.  Our good works should glorify God, spiritual sacrifices that we offer 

to God. 

Back to the list of bad things in Galatians.  Jealousy, strife, enmity, divisions, rivalries, 

fits of anger.  We need to rely on the fruit of the spirit, also in Galatians 5, and remember these 

are fruit not the gifts of the Spirit: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control.  As any good farmer knows, fruit is produced from the plant, with the 

help of the master gardener.  We need to be aware of these fruit in our day to day lives.  Another 

way to say this is we need to  see beyond ourselves, to see how what we think and do or don’t do 

affects others, 

We confess things done and left undone, sins of omission and commission.  These are not 

catch phrases, but we often don’t know what we don’t know or what we didn’t do.  We blithely 

go through our lives sometimes unaware of what is happening or the impact  our actions can 

have on other people. Think of a smile you give to someone that you don’t know or you let 

someone go in front of you in the line.  These are positive impacts, now think of the reverse, 



being grumpy in line, or cutting off someone, even unintentionally that you didn’t know that you 

did.   When we fail to see the other side or beyond ourselves we fall short, also known as, 

SINNING.  We SIN. 

We are imperfect people, sinfulness is part of who we are, yet we are called on to make 

perfect decisions in an imperfect world.   The point is that we were not tuned into God before, 

and now we are. We need to rely on God’s Spirit and His fruit to be God’s workmanship in the 

world, to do His work.  We need to see beyond ourselves to spread and share God’s love to 

others. 


