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Scripture:  Mark 1:1-11 

Today is the First Sunday after Epiphany.  It is the Baptism of Christ, and the color 

would be white.  I will talk about baptism     but first I want to give a lesson about Mark.  The 

next few months we will be studying in the Gospel of Mark. I thought it would be a good time to 

get some background on Mark,  some of the history and I love history.  My sources are, in no 

particular order, the English Standard Version Study Bible, the Bible exposition commentary by 

Warren Wiersbe, Thru the Bible with J. Vernon Mcgee, and Tyndale New Testament 

Commentaries. 

When was this book written?  General consensus is mid to late 50’s but some scholars 

date it in the mid to late 60’s.The thought process is that Acts ends with Paul in prison AD 62, 

leading many to believe that Acts was written around that time.  If Acts was written in the early 

60’s then Luke was written before that ,and if Luke depends on Mark then Mark was written 

before Luke, which would put it in the mid to late 50”s. 

Author  This was new to me, as I always called it Mark and thought that was the name.  

His full name was John Mark.  John was his Jewish name, while Mark was his Latin surname.  

He is referred to in Acts and went with Paul on his first missionary  journey, he was the nephew 

of Barnabas and the spiritual son of Peter.  In 1 Peter , Mark is referred to as Peter’s son, Marcus. 

Source: The source is Peter.  John Mark is giving Simon Peter’s account of the gospel.  

The early church felt that this was true and took that position.  Pappias, one of the early church 

fathers wrote “ Mark, the interpreter of Peter, wrote carefully down all that Peter recollected, but 



not according to the order of Christ’s speaking or working,”  The book is a book of action, as 

Peter was a man of action. 

Purpose/Audience  Mark  was written for the Roman, and it was suited as the Romans 

were also people of action. It is also believed to have been written in Rome.   Because of the 

target audience being the active Romans, it can help us understand Mark’s style and approach.   

Jesus busily moves from place to place meeting the physical and spiritual needs of all kinds of 

people.  One of Mark’s favorite words is straightaway or immediately.  He uses it 41 times.  

Mark does not record many of Jesus’ sermons as his emphasis is on what Jesus did rather than 

what Jesus said.  Jesus is presented as the Servant,   in Mark.  But Jesus is not Man’s servant but 

God’s servant,   ” For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and  to give His 

life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45, which has been said to be the key verse of Mark.  

Mark’s theme is to present and defend Jesus' universal call to discipleship.  Mark’s gospel is 

pertinent, short and sweet. It is stripped of excess verbiage and gets right to the point.  Jesus is 

action.  Mark is almost the Cliff notes version of the gospels. 

 Mark gets right to action.  In the first 11 verses he proclaims that Jesus Christ is the Son 

of God and then provides witnesses.  Mark is witness number 1.  It is likely that Mark did 

witness some of the things that he wrote about, he lived in Jerusalem with his mother Mary, and 

their home was a meeting place for believers in the city.  Second and third witnesses Malachi and 

Isaiah, the 2 old testament prophets that Mark quotes.  Next is John the Baptist as a witness and 

finally the Father and the Holy Spirit.  All in 11 verses!   

 John was in the wilderness and living like many of the previous prophets, eating locusts , 

AKA grasshoppers, and honey.  He was preparing the people for Jesus, calling people to repent, 

Repent or to change one’s mind in the Old Testament called for a change in attitude toward God 



that  impacted one’s life actions and life choices.  It involved the turning from one way of 

thinking to another.  He was preparing the way for Jesus.  Luke goes into more detail about how 

each profession should act( the tax collectors), Matthew includes John recognizing who Jesus 

was and saying that Jesus should baptize John, but Mark sticks to the concise points.,  Jesus was 

baptized,  

 Jesus comes to identify with His people, with their sin even though he is free from sin.  

Jesus continued to identify with us, through the end, death on a cross for our sins.  The servant of 

God. 

       Jesus was baptized. Then action, immediately the Spirit descends like a dove and God is 

speaking.  There is God the Father, God the Holy Spirit, and God the Son all in one place,  

  This is The Baptism of Christ Sunday, as I said.   Depending on the church that 

you attend, you are either baptized as an infant, a youth or an adult.  If you were baptized as an 

infant, your parents and the church pledges to help bring you up as a follower of Christ, as an 

adult you affirm that  belief.  If you were baptized as an adult, then you have made that 

commitment.  According to the World Council of Churches, Geneva 1982, “personal 

commitment is necessary for responsible membership in the body of Christ.  Baptism is related 

not only to momentary experience, but to life long growth into Christ.  Baptism is the sign of 

new life through Jesus Christ.”   Again depending on the church, it is traditionally either  

sprinkled or submerged.  The amount of water does not matter, it is the heart that matters.  

Though if you were submerged it represents that as you die to your old self , while 

submerged,then rise from the water as a new creation in Christ, as Jesus died then rose from the 

dead. You participate in Christ’s death and resurrection.   



 John was calling people to repent and to prepare for Jesus, to turn in their attitude about 

God.  To turn their heart to God.  Jesus identified with the sins of the people, now we through 

baptism and our commitment to Him, should identify with Jesus. Often in this service there is a 

reaffirmation of baptism. You recommit to your lifelong growth and discipleship.  As Jesus was 

a Servant  to God we should strive to be servants of others, and in so doing serve God. Our heart 

needs to belong to Him.  We should be Jesus in the world.  As Peter and the Gospel of Mark 

would have us, we should be people of positive action.   

There is a lot here, the history of Mark and his impact on the gospels, his Gospel of Jesus 

being a servant of God and action, the symbolism of Jesus being baptized, and our own baptism 

and what that means to us.      As the bracelet says, WWJD?  What would Jesus do, or rather how 

should we live out our new life in the present world. 

Amen. 


