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Scripture: 1 Samuel 2:1-10 

 

This morning’s Scripture Reading is called the Song of Hannah.  Like the Magnificat, or the 

Song of Mary, in the New Testament, Hannah is thanking God for the blessings that had been 

bestowed upon her.  For those unfamiliar with Hannah’s story, in the passages of 1 Samuel 

leading up to her Song, Hannah has been in grief and suffering over the fact that she has not been 

able to bear a son for her husband.  She goes to the temple praying in desperation to God where 

her prayers are heard and answered.  She gives birth to Samuel and once weaned goes to the 

temple to praise and thank God for this blessing.   

 

In the passages immediately surrounding her Song, we learn that out of an abundance of 

gratitude, she leaves Samuel with the Temple Priests to serve God.  For many today, this might 

seem a bit odd – giving up your offspring to the service of God.  Yet throughout history we can 

find examples of a family offering a child – often male, but not always – to this service.  There is 

the French aristocrat whose youngest male heir goes into the Priesthood.  The German Lord who 

sends their youngest daughter to become a Nun.  The Italian nobleman who sends their middle 

son to become a Monk.  And there are still families today who follow in this tradition.  But why 

do this? 

 

Yes, there is evidence that points to it being self-serving.  “I want to go to heaven, so I will pay 

the ultimate tithe – one of my own flesh and blood.”  But deep down, this was an act of 

stewardship – giving to God of their blessings or talents to further the message and work of the 

Creator.  But again, by today’s standards, this seems like an extreme form of stewardship, 

especially when the person being given to God doesn’t always understand or even choose that 

path.   

 

So what does stewardship look like today?  Yes, there are people who find themselves called to 

serve God and the Church.  Without these folks we wouldn’t have our Pastors, Priests, and 

Deacons.  And there are those who share their money with the Church to keep the building, 



operations, and personnel of a Church going, so there is always a place to share the Word.  But I 

was taught from a young age that there are other ways to show that you are a good steward to 

God and God’s creation. 

 

I was not born to wealth or means, but was raised by a single mother of two boys who did the 

best she could with what she had.  Growing up in a small, conservative town and being divorced 

can be a struggle, even if you are part of a well-established family within the church.  But that’s 

perhaps a story for another day.  Suffice it to say that while my mother supported my 

involvement in the church, a lot of that was left to my grandparents.  They are the ones who 

taught me many of these lessons by both word and example.  Perhaps another day I will share 

about my grandmother’s lessons, but today I want to talk about my grandfather, whom we called 

Papa. 

 

Papa was a small business owner and while his business did well, it was by no means a cash cow 

business.  He worked hard for his business and his family, and while he might not have had a lot 

of money to give in support of the church, he did have many talents to share.  I remember him 

cooking at Church and Community breakfasts – he was a master at making pancakes and French 

toast; doing the Sunday readings; serving the chalice, and later in life, serving as a Deacon in the 

Episcopal Church and leading the local Ecumenical Council.  But the one talent that he loved 

sharing more than any other was his wood carving. 

 

For the longest time, he would create and donate a cross to each child who received their First 

Communion or Confirmation.  Some were ornate – like the one I’m wearing – others were more 

traditional, but all were made with the love and care of a craftsman who lived his faith and loved 

his art.  He created a beautiful cross for the Church’s Chapel with a figure of Christ in the center 

and icons representing each of the disciples along the four extensions of the cross all centered 

over the Chapel’s sole stained glass window.  He created a tabernacle to hold the sacraments for 

an Ecumenical Council member who was being elevated to the position of Archbishop in his 

Church.  And he donated countless carvings to Church fundraisers.  But those crosses…for those 

of us who received one, we knew we received something special; something holy; and something 

we would never forget and always cherish.  For me personally, it hangs in a prominent place in 



my office so that I see it every day and I still where it to church on special occasions.  Yes, it 

reminds me of a very special person who is no longer with me, but it also reminds me that I too 

have my talents and that I should share them whenever I can. 

 

While I may be in a better position now than when I was growing up, money is still not 

something that is overly abundant.  But I know that while I may not be able to support God’s 

work financially, I can share my talents instead.  Be that offering my technical and educational 

skills, leading worship from time to time, or on the rare occasion singing, I know that I am doing 

my part to further God’s work both in the Church and in the Community. 

 

As we enter our annual stewardship campaign, I encourage you to think about what talents God 

has given you and how you might share them with others.  Because yes, money is needed to keep 

our Church building open and staffed, but your other talents are just as important, if not more so.  

They can help us raise funds, maintain the grounds, grow crops for the Community Cupboard, 

find a new Pastor, support our Missions, and more.  We all have gifts to share, it’s just a matter 

of figuring out how to use them. 

 

On a related note, as you know Reverend Quentin does not preach on the Second Sunday of each 

month.  We are looking for volunteers to lead services during the first 4 months of 2022.  We 

have one volunteer so far and are looking for a few more.  If you don’t want to prepare a homily, 

perhaps there is a community non-profit that you work with that might be interested in sharing 

their mission with our Congregation or a local resident who has something to share.  If you are 

willing to organize that speaker, we can help you organize the rest of the service.  If you are 

interested, please let me, Josie, or Mark know. 

 

Also if you are interested in singing in the choir, we are looking to start that back up after the 

New Year.  Please look for more information in our weekly emails. 


